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discoveries on the above point which the "New Learning"
might reveal to the eager scholars of Florence And what
scholars learnt in one generation all mankind would, through
them, learn in the next.

Pope Eugenius, therefore, in bringing the bishops26 and
theologians of the Eastern Church into contact with the hot-
bed of learning which was growing up in Florence, had done
the most fatal thing he could to the cause of the Papacy.
Moreover, the time was soon to come when one of these
scholars of the Renaissance, poring in some dim library
over the documents of the eighth century, would make the
amazing discovery that the so-called Donation of Constantine^
and the celebrated Decretals (now known as The Forged
Decretals) j upon which the whole claim of the See of Rome
to a supremacy had been based, weie nothing less than a
series of immense forgeries. As the general result of all this
the "New Learning/' which now received so strong an im-
petus, was bound, as soon as it should spread to Germany
and England, and as soon as the invention of printing should
come to aid it in doing so, to produce the Reformation.
The process would take time, but the effect was certain.
Where the Councils of Pisa, Constance, and Bale had failed,
the "New Learning" would assuredly not fail. It was a train
of gunpowder laid, in an ever-widening circle, from Florence
as a centre; though the man was not yet born whose hand
would, eighty years later, far away in Germany, eventually
set fire to the train.

The second way in which the "New Learning" tended to
the same result was of a different kind. It gave a strong im-
pulse towards the study of Plato and other non-Christian
thinkers of the classical age, and a tendency to look at all
religions from their standpoint. And here also this gathering
in Florence had much effect. We are told that Cosimo, al-
ways a great admirer of Plato's philosophy, formed the idea
of his celebrated Platonic Academy from conversing with
the Greek scholar Plethon, the most learned of the Greeks